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Wild animals of Africa 

 The natural vegetation of Africa serves as habitats for wild animals. 

 The different vegetation zones of the continent, together with the varied climate and 

topography of the continent, create an ideal situation for wild animal diversity.  

A. Equatorial rainforest 

 Are habitats for different species of wild animals 

 Hosts different kinds animals and birds such as 

 tree climbing animals (arboreal) such as Apes, Monkeys, Baboons 

 aquatic animals like hippopotamus, crocodile  

 Most wild animals have small body size because the thick and dense forest of the region 

limits movement in the forests. 

 The region has the highest species diversity in Africa. 

B. Tropical savanna lands  

 There are large numbers of herbivorous (Antelope, Zebra, Giraffe, Buffalo, Elephant, 

Rhinoceros…)   and carnivorous (Lion, Leopard, Cheetah, Hyena, Jackal…) animals in 

this vegetation zone. 

 Rhinoceros are among the most seriously affected wild animals in Africa. People hunt 

them for their horns.  

C. Tropical deserts and semi-deserts  

 There are various species of wild animals in this vegetation zone. 

 Example; the desert Fox, Hares, Wild Ass, Lizards, Snakes, Tortoise … 

 

D. River, lakes and swamps of Africa   

 Are inhabited by 

 Aquatic animals 

 Fish  

 Birds 

 Guinea fowl is the leading game bird in Africa.  

Importance of wild animals  

o Used as source of animal protein (food). 

o Help to maintain the balance of nature by feeding on each other. 
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o Serve as sources of income through tourism, legal hunting and legal sale o9f live wild 

animals. 

o Scientific and educational opportunity to researchers, students… 

o Provide inputs for various industries. 

o Source of recreation for people. 

Factors affecting wild animals  

 Although animals can give us so many benefits, they are not protected and conserved 

adequately. 

 Some animals and birds are extinct and some others are endangered and threatened.  

 The major factors that affect the wild animals of Africa are; 

i. Illegal hunting (Poaching) 

 It is a common practice in many parts of the continent. 

 People hunt wild animals for a number of reasons.  

o Economic reason  

 Elephants are hunted for their tusks 

 Rhinos for their horns 

 Lions and cheetah for their skins 

o Socio-cultural reasons  

 Animals are killed because they are considered to be pests. 

 Animals are killed for food.  

 People kill animals to be honored by society, as there are cultural group 

that attach bravery/heroism to killing large dangerous wild animals. 

ii. Human encroachment  

 It is the result of the increased need of human populations for farmland, grazing land, 

settlement areas, fuel wood….  

 The major human activities that affect wild animals includes; 

 Deforestation  

 Burning of vegetation cover 

 Overgrazing  

 Desertification  

 Drought  

Possible conservation measures  

 Animals migrate, and even die due to the disturbance of their environment as human 

encroach. 

 To curb this situation the following measures can be taken.  

1. Conservation of natural vegetation  

 The conservation of natural vegetation means the conservation of wild 

animals. 
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2. Establishing national parks, game reserves and sanctuaries 

 Are established to conserve wild animals and their habitats so that they have 

a secure environment that is safe for their survival. 

 

 Are areas that provide protection and conservation for wild animals  

o National parks 

 Are conservation areas for wild animals in which legal hunting is allowed, 

with some restriction 

o Game reserves  

 Are wild animal conservation areas where tourists are allowed to practice 

licensed hunting 

o Sanctuaries   

 Are wild animal conservation areas where hunting is strictly prohibited  

3. Controlling illegal hunting  

 This can be done by developing strict legislation where by illegal hunters are 

punished or penalized for their illegal acts. 

4. Raising the people’s awareness  

 Educating people about the uses of wild animals 

  It is the most important conservation measure 

5. Changing the economic condition of the people through good applicable policies 

and programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY SAFE! AND HEALTHY!!! 


